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14 Vindication of her Majeſty's late Wiſdom and| 
Prudence in making the Biſhop of Briſtol, Lord | 
Privy-Seal; And appointing him her Firſt Ple-| 
+ OOTY in. . the preſent Negotiations off 
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"REASONS. 


FOR THE 


CLERGY 8 


Being EurLor' D in the 


GOVERNMENT, 


Drawn from the 


. -&. 


GREAT SERVICES | 


Done by them to this Nation in 


their Adminiſtration of 
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| Being EMPLOY D in de 
GOYVER * ENT. 


J Ever was ther; a Time, x 


to vent his Spleen againſt. Religion, and 
all the Inſtruments and Promoters of it; 
As is too plain from that Scandalous Fry 
of Heretical, Anti-chriſtian, Atheiſtical 


* Pamphlets and other Books, that are 10 
nn, Wy mg ad! rap ic 


A2 t, Props: 
* The RET i the Tm; Church I, Ye: Fe 


craft in Pei jection; which have been anſwcr'd by the Lear - 


ded Dr, oy. Mr. Hughs and others. 


when 
the Ri ghts and Privileges of 
the Cler nd, more to 
be defended than at preſent, 
when the Devil is 16 very Laborious 


7 Ln 


(4) 
Propogated thro? all Parts of the Nation: 
Hence it comes to paſs that the Clergyꝰs Bu- 
ſineſs being in a peculiar Manner to Stem 
the Tide, againſt ſuch Impious Abettors of 
all Prophaneſs, Infidelity and Immorali- 


ty, they are therefore the Butt theſe eſpe- 


cially Shoot at, and muſt accordingly be 


content to {ſtand the ſhock of ſuch Mens 
utmoſt Wit and Malice; how Holy ſo- 
ever they have been in their Lives, or 

ow Serviceable! ſo ever to the Publick, 
yet they muſt bear theReproaches. of ſuch, 
as there is too much Reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
would have Treated. our. Bleſſed Lord 
Himſelf in the ſame Opprobrious manner, 
were he to have lived and converſed a- 
monſt them. Wherefore all the Return 
that J ſhall make to theſe Vhreaſonable and 
Micked Men, is only to Pray for them, That 


God would vouchſafe to open their Eyes, 
that they may ſee the Evil and Miſchief of 


But beſides this, there is another ſort of 
diſreſpect ſnewn to the Clergy, by ſuch as 
may be believed to have a great Honour for 
their Function, who yet would have them 


their ways, and may Forſake and Renounce 


ſo entirely confinꝰd to their Employment, 


as not to be Engag' d in any Secular Of- 
Ferant Rover 16 Tooduringito The Bones 


fit of their Prince and Country; and how 


well fo ever qualified for publick Affairs. 


Will 


#4 


+4 


any Farlex of "th 
Ju 17 8 2073 


Order to this weighty and de 


E 
will not be'petſuaded) 0 heat of their in 
nge in them: They have been 
ſo much Fond the Biſhops: Nec inthe: 
Houſe of Eords, that this 5 
more eafily-di ed, bur 4 


any Cqurt 0 atur 
fted with their So. uten 801 
ORs or” 10 much wn ag 


0 dee Ber 1 25 
Wildom 200 Prudence itt wi made 


Choice of one of this Sacred Or bs a Pre- 


late of Great Sag acity and Experience, k Tor 
the Management of her Negotiations, in 
fir'd End. 


ro Which purpoſe 1 mall fit my ſelf te to 
ſhaw the Expedience of ſuch a Procedure, 
and that the uſefulneſs of the Clergy in 
a Civil, as well as Sacred Capacity is in- 


| diſputably Evident from the great Variety 
of Inſtances of this Nature recorded in 


our own Engliſh Hiſtories, where their 


Characters ſhine with ſingular Luſter ; ſo 


that they have made their Memories de- 


n Honour'd for their Fidelity, Abi- 


A3 lity _ 


. < 67 

lity 555 happy diſpatch of the Affairs, 
they have been employ*dabaut,and tranſ- 
mitted their Names with Glory and Re- 
putation, to all 58 155 Generations. 
. ang Tee 0 g theſe 1 80 Y Men bare 
Ir. their 0 to this 

E 1 
dom, as may 155 ken ly.proy'd by Un- 
_ quet ionable Authorities of Antieut, Mick 
die and Modern Hiſtor7; why then 
ſhou'd the eſent 1 Rus of a certain 
great Perſon's, bein 18 employ'd as a States- 
Man, as well as 4 F IR eater ng 8 
only of Admiration, but alſo Diſſatisfacti- 
on and Complaiut. And that upon this 
Account the Clergy.muſt be look d upon 
with an Invidigus Eye, and be inveigh'd 
againſt a5, .M Menopolizers of Government 
both in Church, and. 9 - To ſuch a 
Height is this grow PR + Clergy-man 
can ſcarce fit in 2 offee Houſe without 
hearing his Profe ion abus'd, and his Fra- 
ternity Treated with III. Manners and | 
Diſreſpect. 4 
And all this for no other Reaſon, but. 


8 


becauſe they are a Wiſe and Learned Bo- 5 


dy of Men, and are capable of Serving 
their Country. And that we may no 
longer Argue upon Suppoſition and bare 
Aſſertion only, we ſhall Immediately 
proceed to Fact, and herein ſhew. 
ow. Serviccable the Clergy have been 0 
| this 


| z 
this Nation their Adininilirarion of Ci 

„„ AS 
And Hrn, 1 an BY a ku mort Ex 
amples of Politick Knowledge, commin- | 

dable Diligence, approy Fidelity. and 
Loyalty, demonſtrate how ultful the Cler- 


oy. have been, as Ambafladors, whoſe 
Office cho not Character, is the ſame 
With that of a kira er. "a! cate 
Miliam Reading, a Learned BenediRine, 
was Employed by King Henry the Second, 


not only in one, but in many Embaſſies, 
B 


ich were ſo many Proofs of his goo. 
hepleas'd the Perſon that Employ'd him, 


ehaviour and Conduct, and how well 


He was afterwards for his good Services 
made Arch-Biſhop of Boardeaux. Fuller's 

Morthies. r 
© Henry the III. ſent Walter de Cantilapo 
Biſhop of Worceſter, Ambaſſador into 
France. And tho? he afterwards prov'd 
Rebellious to his Prince, yet he dy'd a 
great Penitent. Godw. Cat. of Eng. Bps. 
The Clergy did not only Preach up 
Peace, but were ſometimes the happy In- 
r of compoſing Quarrels and ma- 
king up wide Breaches between Kings 
themſelves. Nor did the Pomp and 
Grandeur, the Statelineſs and Majeſty of 
Princes ſet them above hearing the whole- 
ſame Advice of a Diſcreet and Wiſe Di- 


a3 


This 1 think did ſufficiently. appear 


from the ſuccefsful Labours of William de 


Segel Biſhop of Morceſter, who 
Happily conkluded'a Tears, between Ed- 


the I. and Philip RB. [of France, 
bene ſent b an Emba 


poſe. 80 dear Was a 125 'Clergy-man 


in thoſe 1. „ that Kings would leave 
even the Biſpoſal of their Children in 
the Power Fr Biſhops, for this fame Pre. 
late made up the Match, between Edward 
the Kings Eldeſt Son, and Jae the King 
of * France's. Daughter, which he com, 
pleated to the Satisfaction of both Far- | 
ries.  Wharton's Anglia Sacra. 
Let the Reader draw the Inference that 


ought to be made, and then he will be able 


to judge how Unjuſt as well as Unreaſo- 


nadle, are the Prejudices of ſuch who cry 
down the Clergy as unfit Men, to ſerve 


their Country in a Civil Capacity. 
Dr. Fuller in his Church Hiſtory ſays, 
it was generally complain'd of in Edward 


the Second's Time, as a grand Grievance, 
that the Clergy engroſs d all Places of 


Judicature in 'the Land. Nothing was 


left to Lay-Men, but either Military 
Commands, as thoſe of General, Admiral, 
Ce. or ſuch Judges Places, as concern d 
only the very Letter of the Common Law, 


and thoſe alſo ſcarcely reſerv'd to the 
Frodents thereof. 


= 


that pur- 


As 


(S.) 


3 As for Embaſſies into Foreign Parts, 


Noblemen were employed; therein, when 


Expence, not Experience, was requir'd 


thereunta, and Ceremony the ſubſtance 
of the Service. Otherwiſe when any 


difficulty in Civil Law, then Clergymen 


4 » *” 


cellor was ever a Biſhop (as if againſt 


were ever Entertain'd. The Lord Chan- 


Equity to employ, any other therein,) 


Ver that Court generally appear'd as a 
| ans of Divines, where the Clerks were 
_lerks as generally in Orders. The ms 


, 
* 
% 


was alſo True of the Lords-Treaſurers an 
Barons of the. Exchequer. r. 
In the Reign of | Edward. the III. John 
de Bury, went twice with che Character 
of Ambaſſador to Pope John, and neven 


return'd from him, withqur diſtinguiſh- 


1 


ing marks of his Favour. King Edward 
after he had made him Treaſurer of the 


81 


Wardrobe, Keeper of the Privy- Seal, 


Chancellor of England, and Biſhop of Dur- 
ham, ſent him to France to Claim that 


Kingdom in his Name. He continued 
him upon ſeveral Embaſſies for nine years; 
whereby we may Judge the King was well 
ſatisfied with his Conduct and Behaviour. 

In 1385, Richard II. ſent John Gilbert 


Biſhop | of n Ambaſſador into 
France, how wel 


| he acquitted himſelf L 
cannot learn, but the Reader, may Con- 
fide. in this, that ſo well Qualified was 


he 


4 
| 
| 
- 
| 
| 
1 
þ 
A 


(ro). 

he thought to ſerve the Gorertmient, that 
he was made Treaſurer of England in the | 
following year. 

Robert Maſcal after he went to 02 ord 
fo profited and. advanc'd in Letters 120 
Vertue, as he was reatly lov'd and ad- 
mir'd by all Men. Kin g Henry IV. made 
choice of him for his Coßfefſor- and found 


means to prefer him to the Biſhoprick of | 


Hereford. He was Often ſent Ambaſſador 
untd Foreign Princes; Which ſhews how 


| well 2 Was of ſuch a Character. 
nt Chichley Ambaſſador to 
King 4 harles VI. of Bete, and Jobn 


Henry V 


Duke of Burgund), who were then upon 
ill Terms with each other; ſo well did 


he carry himſelf, that in bis Embaſſy and 
before his Return, he was Elected Arch- 


Biſhop of Canterbury; Godwin ſays, that he 
was employ'd on Embaſſies and other Af. 
fairs of the King, wherein he ever behav'd 
| himſelf wiſely, and to the great Satisfaction 
of his Prince. *Twas by his Advice that 
Henry went upon Conquering 5 Frapce,which 
he did, to his own Immortal Honour. 

- Philip Morgan, Biſhop of Worceſter went 
* Order of Henry V. to Alenconia, to 


rea with the French Ambaſſador. And 
Tome few years after when a Vacancy. 


. Fell, he was tranſlated to the See of Ely. 


Robert Firzhagh went Ambaſſador once 
into Germany : and another Ti ime in- 
| q 


i 


| 


. King, for — pn Uſurper 

Richard the- Third, had this DL 
Prince, With his younger Brother Richard; 
' ſecretly. Murder'd, to ſeeure the Crown 
tor himſelf. But "this. render'd him ſo 
Odious and ſo much leſſen d his Intereſt 
| in Courts abroad, that — any did re- 
| _ Ceive. Meſſages from him. : 

But if we deſcend to the Reign of chat 

| Wiſe and Good Monarch, Henry the Se- 
vienth, we ſhall quickly ſee. what great 
Notice he took of the Clergy, and how 

able he thought they were to ferve him; 
for he finding William Warham, Maſter of 
tlie 


| ( 12 2) 
the Rolls, „to be an Excellent Ora 
tor; ſent him Ambaſſador to the Duke 
of Burgundy, to diſſwade him from be- 
lieving the Falſe Reports of his Dutcheſs, 
and to ſignify how Notoriouſſy ſhe had 
abus'd him and all the Warld, in ferting 


up two Counterfeits againſt him; Lam | 


bert, that made himſelf tlie Earl of Wir- 
wick, who was then to be ſeen in the To- 
wer ſafe enough, and Perkin Marbeck, 
whom ſhe had [Taught to name himſelf 
Richard Duke ot 'York, that Was Evident- 
Iy=known to have been Murder'd by his 
wicked Uncle long before. In this Buſi- 
neſs his deportment was ſo diſcreet and 
prudent, that the King highly commend- 
ed him for the ſame, and the Biſhoprick 
of London happening to be Void, " hover 
after his Return home; he procur'd him 
to be Elected thereunto. He had not filld 
that Epiſcopal Chair two years, when 
Henry Dean, Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury 
Died, to. whoſe Place he * by the Kings 
ſpecial Endeavours advanc'd. | 
Richard Mayo,” Chancellor and Arch. 
Deacon of Oxford, as alſo Preſident of 
Magdalen College, and Almoner unto Hen- 
ry VII. in the year 1501, was feat Am- 
baſſador into Spain, to bring over the 
Lady Katherine, to be Married unto Prince 
Arbe not long after his Return he was 
| | pre- 


— — — — 


(213) 

preferr'd unto the | Biſhoprick. of Here: 

ord. 5 817410 
a Robert ler 1 Biſhop. af 0 bichefter, 
was often. employed in Embaſſies by Hen- 

VII. being a man of Excellent Wiſdom 
ang Fine Parts. 

Geli Blythe went Ambaſſador * Hin- 
ry the Seventh to Ladiſlaus King of 
Hungary, and ſo great Satisfaction, did he 

ive the King at his Return, that he pre- 
15 ntly after Was made Bildop: of An 
and Coventry. : 
I we caſt an Eye upon the Reign of 
Henry the Eighth, Who was a Man of 
Excellent good Parts, and conſequently 
the better able to know who were the 
fitteſt Men to ſerve him, we ſhall find 
the Clergy in great Eſteem with him; 
for he em loyd Dr. John Clerk in ſeve- 
ral Embaſhes, who was Biſhop of Bath 
and Wells, as alſo Nicholas Nie , Biſhop 
of Eh, who was Eminent both tor Lear- 

ning and State Affairs. 5 
Jerom de Guynachijs, an Tralian by Birth, 
i came into England, and was made Bi- 
ſhop of Worceſter, being very uſeful to 
the King, for he ſent him upon ſeveral 
Embaſſies, both into . and Ita; 
| with ſo. much; Care, Pru nce and Fideli- 
ty, did he manage the Buſineſs committed 
to him, that King Her) and Eee, Kg 
King M France petition'd the Pope t 
5 | ot 


(4). 
e bim Cardinal, which upon their 
great Solicitations was Granted. 
John Voyſcie, Biſhop of Exeter, Dr. & 
the Laws, was very — and Wiſe, 
and in great Favour with Henry the 
Eighth, Who ſent him ſeveral Times ups 
on Embaſſies to Foreign Princes, William 


 Kyight Dr. of Law and Arch-Deacon of | 


Richwond, was 4 Man much Employe ed 
in Embaſſies by Henn the Eighth, be 
was afterwards made Biſhop of of Kal and 
Wells. | 

Edward Fox Dr. of Divinity and AL 
moner unto Henry the Eighth, was often 
ſent Ambaſſador into Germany, Italy and 


elſewhere, being a Man of great Lear- 


ning. EAsard Lee, Almoner to Henry 


the Eighth was very mach employed in 


Embaſſies both before and after his Fre- 
ferment to the Arch-Biſhoprick of York. 
Thomas Thirlby, Dr: of Laws, born and 
bred in Cambria e, Was an able Man in 
his Faculty, and was more than once 
employed in Embaſſies by King Henry 


the Eighth, as was alſo Eamund Bonner, 


who was ſent to the Kings of Denmark 
and France, to the Pope and the Emperor; 


ſuch was his Conduct, that in the Time of . 
his Embaſſy, and before his Return, he 


was Elected Biſhop of London. Nor can 
we omit Thomas Cranmer, who vas ſent 
| by the ſame Prince Ambaſſador into 


 Franzey | 


# 
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France, 1: aly and Cer many, where he ma- 
naged the Kings Affairs to ſo great 


| Advantage, that upon the Death of Arch. 


CORNER. 71d 5 mf vo. 0 nk 
Edward the Sixth, a Prince noted for 


the Pregnancy of his Wit, and Know- 
ledge in all kinds of Learning, ſent 


Gooderick Biſhop of Ely upon an Embaſ- 


ly into. Frexce, where he carried himſelf 
1o 


much to the King's Approbation, that 

he created, him Chancellor of England. 
As for Queen Mam, her Reign was 

but ſhort; and of no long Continuances . 


and whether ſhe employed any of the 


Clergy in Foreign Embaſſies, I cannor 
inform the Reader, having ſeen none 
that fall within the Compals of my ſmall 


i * 


Reading; but in the Famous Reign of 


” 


Queen Elzaheth, we find that Thomas 


Smith, went upon ſeveral Embaſſies, to 
great Satisfaction. In the Time of EA. 


ward the Sixth, he was made Secretary 


of State, Knighted and Promoted to the 
Deanery of Carliſſe, and alſo, made Pro- 
volt of Baton Colleage ; in Queen Marys 
Days, he was deprived of his Dignities, 
but reſtored to his Preferments by Queen 
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Sir Iaac Wake, Rector of Billing i in Mors 
thampton-Shire, upon his coming from his 
Travels, was made Secretary to Sir Dadley 
Carleton; Secretary of State, and was after- | 

_ wards ſent Ambaſſador to Venice, Savoy, | 
France, &c. by K. James the Firſt and Charles 1 
the Firſt. He was a Perſon of great Parts | 

and Learning. 5 

Sir Henry Motton in his Embaſſies 1 was 
very Serviceable to this Nation, namely 
in procuring of Privileges and Courteſies 

with the German Princes and Republick 
of Venice, for the Engliſh Merchants; and 
by what he did by Direction of King James 
the Firſt with the Venetian State, concer- 
ning the Biſhop of Spalato's Return to _— 7 
Church of Rome, and many other things. 
Tho' Sr. Henty Motton went not into 
Holy Orders, till after his Return from 
Abroad, I hope that will not be Objected 
againſt me for placing him among the 
Clergy at this time of day. To all theſe 
we may add Mr. Hill, who was at Bruſ- 
ſels, Sr. Robert Sutton her Majeſties Am- 
baſſador to Turtey, and Mr. Robinſon 
at Sewden, who for the great Services 
he did there, 3 ſince been deſervedly 
made Biſhop of Briſtol, Lord Privy Seal, 
and now falt Plenipotentiary i in the pre- 
{ent Conferences held for a General Peace, 
and *tis allowed by all Hands both Whig and 
| 1. 2 High and LOT according to = 
| | Odi 
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"ions DiftinAtion thas heis the ft Per- 
Dn in the whole Nation to be Employ'd | 


in ſuch a Buſineſs. 


Can any one now after theſe clear Evi- 
dences of the Clergys Abilities to ſerve 
the leaſt diſlixe of her Majeſties Couduct 
in appointing a Divine to be her chief 
Repreſentative in the Treaty of Peace, 


their Coungry in Foreign Courts, expreſs 


| Whoſe great knowledge in Politicks, as 


well as Divinity,renders him duly qualified 
to be an Ambaſlador for an Earthly as 


well as Heavenly Prince. I have not 
produc'd theſe Inſtances, for proofs of 


the Clergys being ſent Abroad as Ambaſ- 


ſadors, but as Teftimonies of their great 


Qualifications for ſo high an Office: As 


likewiſe to ſhew how well they have 


deſerv'd from their Country upon this 
Account, and to ſtop the Mouths of thoſe 
who ſo much exclaim againft their Civil 
Employments. I am not inſenſible of 


what ſome Men urge againſt Divines be- 
ing concern'd in any Buſineſs, but what 


is purely Spiritual, at this Time of Day. 
How that formerly Learning was only 
among them and that the Ignorance of 
the Laity did incapacitate theni, for be- 


ing Serviceable to the Government, as 
Politicians and Stare-Officers; but ſince the 


caſe is alter'd, we have no farther need 
df the Clergy's Service in this Nature; 
«+ B let 


to ſerve their Nation in a Civil Capact- 


EW} 
let them mind their own . Buſineſs : This 
Objection no ways hurts my deſign, which 
is to ſhew how great Services the Cler- 
gy have done to this Nation, and that 
they have been, and are {till capable of 
being uſeful to the Publick as Ambaſſa- 


dors, &c. If her Majeſty for wiſe and 


good Reaſons ſhall think fit to Employ 
them; and that men have no occaſion to 


be in any manner Surpriz'd, or diffatis- 


fied at ſuch a Proceedure; ſeeing the beſt 
and moſt knowing of her Royal Prede- 


ceſſors have done the ſame. And if this. | 
- Order of Men may be rely*d on for their 
Ability, much more for their Integrity ; 


whoſe Sacred Profeſſion lays them under 
the ſtricteſt Obligations, to be not only 
Perſons of Honeſty, but Honour, and Lov- 
—_—_ > — 
| Bur it may be alſo Objected, that 
ſince the Clergy have been laid afide, 
and not us'd as formerly, they are 
not now fo well vers'd in matters of 


State, as. they have been in preceeding 


Reigns, and conſequently not ſo. Fit for 


this Buſineſs as heretofore. Generally 


ſpeaking, I believe they are not, but 
{till we find that tho' they have not 
been ſo much Employ*d of late, as in 


Times paſt, yet there are ſome Remar- 


kable Inſtances of the Clergys Abilities, 


— 
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ty, elſe they wou'd not have been made 
uſe of for that Purpoſe, which ſhews, 
that if they were more thought of in 
this way, more would qualify themſelves 
for it; as having the Advantage of Lear- 
ning equal to, if not exceeding the Lai- 
ty, ſhould we take in the whole Num- 
ber of Men. "18 Mn. TA 
That is, I believe, I may fay, the Cler- 
gy commonly ſpeaking are more learn'd 
than the Laity. But tho? they are not 
ſo frequently call'd upon as former- * 
4. to ſerve the Government as Ambaſ- 
adors, Chancellors, Treaſurers and the 
like, yet even ſince the Reformation; 
ſcarce has there been a Reign in which 
a Clergy-man has not been made uſe of 
in Buſineſs, which did not immediately 
relate to his Spiritual Function, and why 
ſome” Men ſhould wonder at a late In- 
{tance of this Nature, ſeems much more 
ſtrange and unreaſonable than the thing 

TW „% ab 
I have now ſhewn how Serviceable 
the Clergy have been to this Nation, 
as Ambaſladors, Envoys, and the like, 
and how well they have acquitted them- 
ſelves; that I may alſo prove their fur- 
ther Uſefulneſs to this Kingdom, I ſhall 
juſt give the Reader ſome ſhort Hints 
of their being Lord Chancellors, Trea- 
{urers, Secretaries, &c. and let him - ſee 
EE ... 
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with how profound a Knowledge and 
Wiſdom, with how great a Caution and 
becoming Prudence they behaved them- 
ſelves in theſe Honourable || Employ- 

If we begin with them in their more 
early Days of Appearance at Court, we 
mult trace . them back as far. as William 
the Conqueror, in whofe Reign we find 
Oſmond, 2d Biſhop of Salisbury, after 
Shireburn and Wiltſhire were United in- 

to one Dioceſs, Chancellor of Exgland. 
He was a Man well Learn'd, and very 
Wiſe, for which Reaſons he was always 
of the Privy-Council, and ſeldom ſpared 
from Court. Nay, we could go beyond 
this Time if it were needful, for Leo- 
phricus Biſhop of Exeter, was Chancellor 
of England, and Privy Councellor to Ed- 
ward the Confeſſor. 

William Rufus created Robert Bloet, 
Second Biſhop of Lincoln Chancellor of 
England, he was a Man of great Wiſ⸗ 
77 wel nr} wor. 5 | 
Henry the Firſt, made Roger Third 
Biſhop of Salisbury, Chancellor of England, 

which was before his Conſecration. So 
great a Favourite was this Perſon, that 
being one of His Majeſty's Privy Coun- 
cil, his Advice took Place above all o- 
thers; nay, the King to eaſe himſelf, com- 
mitted the Government of his Kingdom 

„„ to 


N 6 


to this wiſe and good Man. Nor was 
this the only Divine he ever ap- 
pointed Chancellor of England, for he 
Conferred the ſame Honour upon Wil- 
liam Gyſfard; and as an acknowledge- 
ment of his great Service the King 
gave him the Biſhoprick of Wizchefter, 
who thereupon. received his Conſecrati- 
this King's Favour, Who by His Maje- 
ſty's Intereſt; was Elected into the Bi- 
ſhoprick of Darham, having born the 
Office of Chancellor. So Well did the 
Clergy. diſcharge the Duty, incumbent 
on them, when in this Office, and ſo 
much did they endear | themſelves. to 
this Prince by their | Knowledge, Leat- 
ning and Fidelity, that he ſcrupled not 
to put the Government of the whole 
Kingdom into their Hands: Upon this 
great Opinion he had of their Ability 
and: Integrity, he made Mgellus Biſhop 
of Eh, Treaſurer of the Exchequer," in 
which Office he acquitted himſelf with 
great, Applauſe and Reputation, as may 
be ſeen in the Encomium given him by 
Gerwvaſius Tilberienſis in Libro; M. S. de 
Scaccarij Juribus & conſuetudinibus. cap. 
3333 e Yo] 


annex, Simon 27th Biſhop of Worceſter, 
Kainelmus 3oth Biſhop of Hereford, Ber- 


nard 


3 


this King. 


ä ä 
nard 46th Biſhop of St. David's, who 
were Chancellors to the Royal Confort 

of Henry the Firſt, and % 17th 
Biſhop of Bath and Mells, who for a 

Time was Chancellor of England under 
As for the Reign of King Stephen 1 
have not as yet found any thing there- 
in very material to our prefent Deſign, 
but in that of Henn) the Second, Jeffry 
Plantagenet was made Lord Chancellor 
and held that Office Eight Years. © 
- Richard the Firſt created William de 
Longo Campo Chancellor of England, and 
Lord chief Juſtiee. So well Qualified was 
this Extraordinary Man for his Places, 
that in the whole Kingdom was not 

found a Man ſo fit for Fublick Employ- 
He was thoroughly acquainted with the 
Conſtitution of this Nation, ſor nothing 
of Moment happen'd in Engliſh Hiſtory, 
that he was not acquainted with. At 
the King's Requeſt he was Elected 
into the Biſhoprick of Eh, and Conſe- 
crated at Lambeth: Within a few Years 
after he was ſent to. Rowe' upon af 
Embaſſy, but never lived to return back. 
He paid the Debt due to Nature at 
Poictiers, and was Interr'd in the Abby 
de Pina. But with Reſpect to the Memory 
of this Great Man, his Heart was _ | 
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fully Preferved and laid in a ſmall 
Tomb of Marble by the Altar of St. 
Mein ee ee, all eee ee 
S0 well did the Clergy carry them 
ſelves in all Civil Offices, that no Ho- 
nour was thought too great to be paid 
them, even at their Death; and tho 

their Bodies died, decay d and moulder'd 
away, after all Care taken to preſerve 
them, yet their Memory hved and ſmelt 
Sweet to / Poſtefity. xy... 

was look'd upon as a great Act of 

Prudence in Princes to put the Clergy into 
Secular Employments eſpecially when their 
Qualifications Were known ta make them 
Meritorious of the Honour and Truſt. 
This Knowledge they learn'd: from their 
Predeceſſors Who reaped no ſmall Ad- 
vantage from the Succeſsful Labours of 
the Clergy. The above-faid Richard 

made Hubert Walter, Arch-Biſhop of Can- 
terbury, for his great Qualifications and 
Services, Lord-Chancellor, ' Chief Juſtice 
of England, and Chief Governour of all 
his Dominions; ſo that being already 
Arch-Biſhop and Popes Legate he want: 
ed no Authority that could be laid up- * 
on him. Never was there any Clergy-man, 
either before or after him, of fo great Po 
wer. Never any Man uſed his Authority 
more Moderately. How well he dif- 
FEATS! . charged 
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charged the Duty incumbent on him, is 


partly to be gueſs'd at from the follow- 
ing Character. He was reported to be 


an excetlent Man, a Bridle to the King; 
and an Obſtacle to Tyranny, the Peace 


and Comfort of the People, and Laſtly, 
a a notable Refuge of all, both High and 
Low, againſt all manner of Injury and 


Oppreſhon. : Faithful and Loyal he 


His was to Prince, Loving and very 
Careful of his Country, in which he 
cauſed many excellent Laws. to be Eſta- 
> ˙Üũüwü opnieding 59.654 
If we paſs over the Reign of King 


John, and proceed to that of Henry the 


'F ird, ! there We ſhall ö ſee the | Clergy | 
again Flouriſh- in their Civil Offices. 
George New at Twenty Years of Ape 


was made Biſhop of Exeter, at Twenty 


Five Chancellor of England, in which ; 
Place he gain'd great Reputation. Euſta- 


chins. de Fauconbridge, 43d Biſhop of Lon- 
don, was a very Eminent Man, having 
born ſeveral Offices of great Honour, 


equal Truſt and weighty. Concern; he 
had been One of the King's juſtices, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Treaſurer 
of England, and twice Ambaſſador to 
France. -Hugh de Eateſbul, 45th Biſhop 
of Litchfield, a Man tor his Life and 
_ Converſation unblameable, and not un- 


learned, 


(286) 
learned, was both Treaſur rer and Chan- 
cellor of England. "=o 
Silveſter de Everton ad the Great 


. Seal, An. 29 .of Hen. III. and was at- 


terwards made Biſhop of Carliſs; he 
was commended as one of great Knows 


ledge in the Cuſtoms of Chancery. Thomas, 
ae Blundevil for his good Behaviour in his 


Office which he bore in the Exchegaer, 


Was preferr'd yaro the "Bilhoprick:: of 


| Norwich. 


ie 9 amor; Sl" en 


Firſt we may ſoon diſcover the great 


Truſt and Gonfidence he repoſed in 


the Clergy, and their Faithful Londen 


to him. John de Wr was by him cre: 
ated Chancellor of England, and after 


wards made Biſhop of EH, ſo exceeding 
well did this great Man diſpatch Mat- 
ters relating to that Poſt, and ſo much 
to the King's Satisfaction, that in TWO 
Vears time he was made Treaſurer of 
England, and ſo continued to his dying 
Day. With fo much Probity did he ac- 
quit himſelf 1 in his Buſineſs, that. the Re- 
putation of the Clergy got Ground upon 
his Condu&, and; they were in great 
Eſteem with this Prince, Who made ſe- 
veral of the Holy Function Treaſurers 
of England, of theſe were Robert Burnel, 


Riſhop, l Baß and Wells, John Dro- 


pF Ee ; 11% 5 Ling Ford, 
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kinesford, who was Clerk of the Ward- 
robe, as well as Treaſurer of England. 
His Abilities, Loyalty and Honeſty gain- 

ed him ſo much Favour and Reputati- 
on at Court, that when King Edward 
went into France, he left the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Government to his ſole Care, 
and he was the only Perſon entruſted 
with that Power. William de Marchia 
after he had ſerved Two Years and a 

Half Treaſurer, had the Biſhoprick of 
Bath and Wells conferr'd upon him. Mil- 
liam Louth was Clerk of the Wardrobe 
and Treaſurer of England, and was alſo 
made Biſhop -of Ely. None were ever 
employed in the. Government, but had 
other Preferments beſtowed upon them, 
as a Reward for#their Faithful and Meri- 
torious Service. John de Chiſbul, Dean 
of St. Paul's, ſome time Arch- Deacon of 
London reit been firſtKeeperof the Great 
Seal, and then Treaſurer of England, as 
an Acknowledgement of his Merit Was 
made Biſhop of London. Thomas Cantilupe 
Was Chanblof of England in che Reign 
of Edward the Firſt, and in the Year 
1275 was Elected Biſhop of Hereford. 
He was a Gentleman of x very Noble 
and Ancient Houſe, but of a' much more 
Noble and Excellent Mind, being not 
only wonderfully Witty, but ever from a 
Child very Studious and Painful, and 

5 no 
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o leſs Harinlels and Vertuouſly Sion, 

Willa 4 - Greenfield 41ſt Arch- 
f Tork was Chancellor of England under 
Edward the Firſt, he Was a. Great and 
Wiſe Oounceflor, very” E t-and not 
Unlearned. 5 311 HOI! I 3 IIS 
If we look Into the Reign of Edmard 
the Second, we ſhall ſee thar: the Clers 
gy were entertain'd in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Civil Offices, for this Prince had 
not made his Tutor Malter Reynold Tyea- 
ſurer above a _ Year, « but '- beſtowed 
upon him the Biſhopriek of - Worceſter, 
{ar * that, declared him Chancellor 
nglaud; with fo much Wiſdom, Care 
| 5 — oe did he manage binrfelf in 
| Great and Honourable Poſt," that 
within Two Years | he Was tranſlated 
from Morce ter to Canterbury. Nor did 
John Thoresby come far ſhort of this' ex- 
cellent Primate, being alſo made Chan- 
cellor of England, and within leſs. than, 
Three Years' Was tranſlated: from Wor 

| K£efter to Tor. 

3 * 24 Sas having 4 1g Time, 
and to good Purpoſe ſtudied the Canon 
and Civil Law, was called to the Arch- 
Deaconry of Lincols being Famous. for 
'his Learning and ood Goverament of 
that Juriſdiction, Walter the Arch B. op 
made him his Principal Official and 
Dean of the Arches ; and King Eduard 


the 
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the Second ſhortly after that, appointed 
him —— and ſo One of his Privy 
Council " 0 
The King Was exceeding Angry Iv 
him for accepting the Biſhoprick of Min- 
cheſter, which he deſigned for another, 
but after ſome time, being reſtored; to 
the King's Favour, he waxed. greater..in 
it every Day more and more, and ſerved 
him Diligently and Faithfully to the 
laſt Hour. For When all, His Majelly, 's 
Friends fell off, this good A ate ever 
kept True to him. oY 
„ * 1--/\Fhis. Prince all 0 "Tbs Senda 
47th Biſhop, of Wintas,. Chancellor of. 
Eng land. N 12111 
: John Hotham,. 26th. E = 
both Chancellor and Treaſurer. - 
Henry Burme b,. 16 ent of: Lincoln 
Fir Treaſurer and then Chancellor. 
John Fountneg, Treaſurer. 
Koger Nortborough, Biſhop of Lichfetd, 5 
ca rk of the Wardrobe. and. Treaſurer, 
| "ona Stapleton, Biſh he þ Exeter, 
Treaſurer, whom: the King. employed 
in ſeveral | Embaſſies. of; great Impor- 
bange. 1 | 
John Salmon, thibap f. "Norwich, Chan- 
cellor, all which ſo far 1 can. learn beha- 
ved themſelves. like Men of Honour, 


| Kience and ene bd 
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If we ſearch the Reign of Edward the 
Third, we ſhall find that John Oford 
a Man of great Eloquence, and one ve- 
ry Cunning and Wary in his Advice; 
Was made Chancellor of Exgland, and 
at the King's Requeſt Pope Clement the 
Sixth ſertled him in the Arch-Biſhoprick 
of Canterbury, Simon Iflep was Elected 
into the See of Canterbury, who was Se- 
_ cretary to this King. By theſe Inſtances, 
we may ſee the Clergy behaved them- 
felves ſo well in Publick Employments, 
and by their Induſtrious Labours work'd 
themſelves ſo deep into the AﬀeCtions of 
thoſe Princes they ſerved under, that 
the higheſt Preferments they were Ca- 
pable of, were not thought too great a 
Reward for their Loyal and Faithful 
Service. John Barnet had not ſupplied 
the Place of Treaſurer above One Lear, 


before he was tranſlated from Worceſter 


to Wells, William de Bury, in the Year 
of our Lord 1334, was on the Third of 
February declared Treaſurer of Enuglana, 
and in the September following was cre- 
ated Chancelſor. The Clergy did not 
continue long in one Office before they 
were thought fit for a Greater. To 
theſe we may add Simon Langham, Bi- 
| ſhop of Eh, who was made Treaſurer 
of England, and likewiſe Chancellor; Hi. 
tam Edendon Biſhop of Wincheſter, wo 
| „ 
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was Treaſurer, being in great Favour 


with Edward the Third. William Wicks 
ham, Biſhop of Wincheſter, who was Trea- 
ſurer, as ſome report, and others doubt 


but True it is, that he Was Truſted 
with all the Weighty Affairs of | the 


Kingdom, and had the Dlſpoſal of the 


King's Treaſury, ruling all things to 
his own Will. He was alſo Chancellor of 


England. 
Nor can weomit Edmund Stafford, Biſhop 


of Exeter, who was Chancellor under Ra- 
ward the Third, being a Learned and Excel- 


lent Orator. * Chariton Biſhop of 


Hereford, who was Treaſurer of Ez — 2 


Laſtly, Adam Houghton, Biſhop of St. Da- 
vids, who was Chancellor of Englava in 
the Reign of Edward the Third. | 


If we deſcend to the Reign of Richard 
the Second, we ſhall find this King no 


leſs forward in committing a Share of 


the Government to the Clergy than his 
Predeceſſors before him: For he made 


Henry Male field, Biſhop of Worceſter, his 
Treaſurer; Richard Clifford, Biſhop. of 


the fame Dioceſs, his Clerk; ſo great a 
Favourite was he, that ſeveral Noble 
Men were Offended, and Forced him from 


the King. Yet notwithſtanding all the Ma- 
lice hatched and contrived againſt him, 


they could no ways Expel him ouc of rhe 
King's Favour. 


N 


: And 5 


| | 


afterwards tranſlated to the Biſhoprick 


Wards reſtored. 


1 


| And as A Teſtimony | hereof he was 


of London. Jahn Fordham from Secretary 
to Richard the Second was made Trea- 


furer of Exgland, and within Eight Years 
after was tranſlated from Durham to the 
Biſhoprick of Ely. This fame Prince 


made Robert Braybrook, Biſhop of ' Ely 
Chancellor of England: Alſo John Wal. 
tham, Maſter of the Rolls, and Keeper 
of the Privy-Seal, in the Year 1388 Bi- 
ſhop of Salisbury, and in Ninety One 


Treaſurer of England, who continued ſo 


to his dying Day. King Richard loved 
him entirely, and greatly bewailed his 


Death; and as a Proof of his Love to 
| him order'd his Corps to be Buried 


among the Kings, notwithſtanding the 


that Honour. Thomas Brentingham was 


the King's Treaſurer for the Places of 
Guynes, Merks and Calis, he was atter- 
wards Bifhop of Exeter. He was a Man 
very well Learn'd, expert as well in Po- 
litick Government, as in Eccleſiaſtical 
Matters, and in both theſe Reſpects 
greatly Reverenced and Eſteeme. 
Jobn Gilbert was made Treaſurer of 


England in the Reign of Richajd the 


Second, by the Parliament; and tho? 
diſplaced as one delivers, yet was atter- 


Heury | 


Tm . 
_ Henry the Fourth, Who was ſo Wiſe 
a Prince, that in Caſes of Difficulty, 
tho? he did not refuſe, yet he needed 
not the Advice of others, appointed Ni- 

cholas Buawith, Who was Biſhop of Lou- 
don Firit, and after wads of Salisbury, Trea- 
ſurer of England. ee 


In the Reign of Henry the Fifth, John 
Wakering, Biſhop of Norwich, and one of 
an Excellent Character was made Keeper 
of the Privy Seal; and afterwards the Cu- 
ſtody of the Seal was committed to John 
Stafford, Biſhop of Bath and Wells, who © 
was Firſt made Treaſurer of England, by 
*' FHexry the Sixth, and then Chancellor. h 
Scarce was any Reign that did not pro- 
duce Eminent Men of the Sacred Fun- 
_*Qtion both for Matters of State as well 
as Church. Heyry the Sixth made Anenjke 
Biſhop of Norwich, if I miſtake not, Keeper 
of the Seal; But in the Lear of our 
Lord 1432, the Seal was given to Thomas 
Beckington, afterwards Biſhop of Bath aud 
Wells, a. Man Celebrated for Letters, 
Knowledge and Parts: He was concern'd 
in all the Affairs of this Kingdom, eſpe- 
cially thoſe of the greateſt Moment, and 
knew the moſt reſerved Secrets of the 
King. Thoſe Epiſtles, Injunctions, Speeches, 
Contracts, and other notable Things, 
which in his Time were tranſacted in 
England and all over the Chriſtian World; 
IS i demonſtrated 


tans 


demonſtrated his Indefatigable Diligatce; 


and incredible Subtilty in the Manage- 
ment of Publick Affairs. The Treaties 
between England and France in his Time 
have and will perpetuate the Memory of 


this Great and Excellent Prelate. 


Robert Stillington, if I miſtake not, way 
Biſhop of Bath and Wells, he was a Man of 


| Sake Learning and was declared by 


Henry the Sixth Keeper of the Privy-Seal, 


and in 1468 was created Chancellor of 
| England. 


John Morton, n Arch-Biſhop of 


Canterbury, in the Reign of Henn the Sixth 
Was one of his Privy Council. In all thoſe. 
Miſeries and AMictions which that me 


King endured, Moorton ever ſtuck fat 


him, and by no means would be deren g 


to forſake him, when all the World in a 


Manner betook themſelves unto his Victo- 


rious Adverſary. 
Marmaduke Lumley about this King s 
Reign, was made Treaſurer- of England, 


| who was Biſhop of Lincoln. 


John Ruſſel, a Wiſe and Grave Man, N 
was Chancellor of Exgland, as alſo Biſhop : 


of Lincoln. 


William Maynfleet, Provoſt of Eaton, was 
for his great Wiſdom and Integrity firſt 
made, and then continued a long Time 
Chancellor of England, he had likewiſe 
the See of ä conferred upon him 


for 


- 


for his Faithful and Loyal Service, which 
continued to the End: For in all the Storms 

between the Houſes of Lancaſter and York, 

he ſtuck cloſe to his Patron and Firſt Pro- 


morer, Henry the Sixth 
Adam Molins Biſhop of Chicheſter, had 
the Privy-Seal committed to his Care, as 
had alſo William. Lynwood Biſhop: of St. 
David's. Fohn Kemp Arch-Biſhop of York 
was twice Chancellor of England, where- 
by *tis believed he merited that Honour. 


So Bright we ſee was the Luſtre. of tlie 


Clergy in the Reign of Hezry the Sixth. 


If we 22 upon the Reign of 
2 


Edward the Fourth, we ſhall find the 
. Clergy till: Flouriſhing, in the Favour of 
their Prince. N 
For King Edward taking Notice of the 


aboveſaid Moorton's Loyalty and Faith- 


fulneſs to Hexry. the Sixth, never ceaſed 
to Allure him into his own Service after 
the Death of his Predeceſſor; aſſurin 


himſelf, that he who had been fo Faith 5 
ful to his Adverſary in ſo great Adver- 
ſity, would no doubt be as Faithful unto 


him in the like Caſe, if Occaſion ſhould 
ſerve. The King having won this good 
Man over to him, Swore him of his 
Council, and Truſted him with his grea- 


teſt Secrets. So Faithful and Loyal was 


i this good Prelate, that the King made 
him one of his Executors, but *twas not 


— 


in his Power to perform the Will, for tlie 
Wickedneſs of Richard the Third, who 
Barbarouſſy Murdered the King's Two 
Sons. But the Biſhop ſettled the Crown 
4 right again, as will be proved hereafter. 
James Golawell, was Secretary to this 
_ King, and after that made Biſhop of 
Norwich. William Grey, Biſhop of Ely, be- 
ing a Perſon not only Learned, but ve 
Diſcreet and no leſs Induſtrious, was alſo 
made Treaſurer of England. George Nevel, 
Arch-Biſhop of Tork, and Thomas Rotheram 
alias Scot, were both Chancellors. The 
latter behaved himſelf ſo well, that he 
continued in that Office for a long Time. 
If we look into the Reign of Henny 
the Seventh, we muſt again conſider, Bi- 
ſhop Maorton's Services to this Nation, 
who upon the Barbarous Murder of the 
Two Young Princes above-mention'd, was 
| reſolved to right the Family of Edward 
the Fourth, his deceaſed Friend and Sove- 
_ reign; he therefore goes to France, and 
brings oyer Henry Earl of Richmond, who 
Invaded England, and in the Battel of 
Boſworth Killed Richard the Third. Whoſe 
Cron being immediately ſet upon the 
Head of Hrury in the very Field of Bat- 
tel, he was proclaimed King with great 
_ Applauſe. He afterwards Married the- 
| _ Princeſs Elixabeth, Daughter of Edward 
: the Fourth, and united the Red and 
5 | GS © White 
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White Roſes, by which wagen ular Wiſdom 


im this Mar- 
riage was made up, the Kingdom Was a- 


gain Settled, aſter it had been miſerably 


of Biſhop Moorton, for by 


torn to Pieces by the Fatal and Bloody 


War, betwixt the Two Houſes of Tork 
and Lancaſter. By this time we ma 72 


how uſeful this Prelate has been both 


King and Kingdom. The former — 
him Chancellor of England and Arch-Bi- 
ſhop of Canterbury for his great Services 


to this Nation. 


This ſame Prince pK Oliver King * 
Principal Secretary (who was eds 
| Biſhop of Bath and Wells) and John Alcock, 
that Learned and Pious Biſhop, L Lord 
Chancellor of Exgland. Dr. Fuller ſays, 


that Hezry the Seventh, was an excellent 
Prince to taſte Mens Abilities. 

If we conſult the Reign of Henry the 
Eighth, we ſhall find Thomas Woolſey a 
Man Emient for Learning* made Chan- 
cellor of England; tho? he was not with- 
out his Faults, yet, he was a Man of 
great Charity, as will appear from his 
noble Foundations and liberal Benefacti- 
ons. He was Arch-Biſhop of Tork and a 
Cardinal likewiſe, an Honour not often 
conferred upon Engliſh Divines. Rathell 
a Clergy-man, was very Famous in the 


Neg of this King, being one of his 


| Council. 
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> Coundil. Cuthbert Tonſtal, was allo Maſter 


of the Rolls and Keeper of the Privy-Seal, 
and for his good Behaviour in theſe Of- 
fices, Was made Biſhop of London, and 
afterwards tranſlated to Darbham. 
Romland Lee, Dr. of Law and 6 zd Bi: 
ſhop of Litchfield, was Famous for TW 


Actions. Firſt he Married Henry the 


Eighth to Anne Bullen, which eee 
Marriage was the Occaſion of that Hap- 
pineſs which England enjoyed under its 
Noble Sovereign Queen Elizabeth: their 


Daughter. The next remarkable Ac was 
performed after he was made Freſident 


of Wales. | 

For in the Time of his: 8 
and partly by his Endeavours, the Coun- 
try of Wales was by Parliament Incorpo- 
rated and United to the Kingdom of Eu- 


gland; the Liberties, Laws and other 


Things were made common to the Welſh 
with the Natural Engliſh. | 


In the Reign of Edward the Sixth, Tho- 


mas CGoaderick Biſhop of Ely, was a mighty 


Favourite of that Prince, ſo great that he 


made him Chancellor of England. 


Queen Mary the Firſt created Stephen 


Gardiner, Biſhop of Mincheſter, Chancellor 


of England, who was a Man of great Lear- 


ning, and too much Wit, unleſs he had 


employed it to a better Uſe: For he was | ; 
a bitter and violent. Enemy to the Pro- 
| * 3 teſtant 


teſtant Religion. The like Honour did this 
Queen confer upon Nicholas Heath, Biſhop 
of Rocheſter. Nor was ber Wiſe and Good 
Siſter, Queen El:zabeth, leſs forgetful of the 

Clergy's Ability to ſerve her, for ſhe made 
Thomas Joong, Arch-biſhop of Tork, Lord 


Preſident of the North. 


Is0 cannot conclude this ſhort Eſſay with- 
out mentioning Arch-biſhop Williams, who 
was Lord Keeper of the Great Seal in the 
Reigns of King James I. and King Charles 
I. and if I miſtake not, was the laſt Cler- 
gyman that bore that Office. And tho? 
. ſome have caſt a Slur upon him, by ſaying 
the Lord Coventry had reverſed many of his 
Decrees, and corrected his Errors, yet we 
ſhall find this to be nothing but Slander 
and Prejudice, if we may believe what 
Biſhop Hacker ſays concerning this Primate 
OOO ER 4 , — 
Let me, ſays Biſhop Hacker, quote a 
Couple of Witneſſes what they aſſerted of 
him, and they are, continues he, rightly 
produced, as God ſhall judge. The Duke of 


Buckingham, in the Beginning of Michaelmas 


Term 1624, defired the Ld. Chief Juſtice 
Herbert to certify the King that Williams, 
by reaſon of his Inabilities and Ignorance, 
Was not fit for the Keeper's Place, and up- 
on that he would throw him out, and that 
he ſhould ſucceed him. My Lord (reply'd 
Herbert) ſomething might have been ſaid at 


| firſt, 


(3) 
777 bat he Bats 40 the Lord Kp great 
22. i | ſo nom. The next is 
Mr. . ook the Six Clerks, 
and in he Tims e beſt Head / piece in that 
Office, WhO took pleaſure in ſaying, as 
many yet know, that the Lord Keeper 
Williams had che moſt Towring Sublime 
Wit that heever heard ſpeak; and that his 
Decrees in all Cauſes were Juſt; that the 
Lord Coventry did feldom alter any ching 
he had Etrled before him, but upon New 
Preſumptions; and that he ſpake of him | 
always 1 in Court very honourably. 
And as we have not omitted the laft Di. 
vine that was Lord Keeper, ſo let us not 
forget Biſhop Juxon, who was alſo the laſt 
of that Order, who was Treaſurer of Eu. 
gland, in which Office he behaved himſelf 
to the General Satisfaction of the Nation, as 
well as Great Reputation of the Clergy, 
who from Wm. the Conqueror down to the 
preſent Age have ſhewn themſelves to be 
fit and able Perſons for Civil Employments. 
The Weal of this Kingdom and all the 
Engliſb Kings has depended upon the Bi- 
| ſhops: And for this End their Preſence is ſo 
much required at London, that it was judg- 
dd expedient, that every Biſhoprick ſhould 
have a Palace, or Houſe belonging to 
it, in or about London. Great was 
the Authority of the Clergy in for- 
mer Days; and their Memory ſhould be 
eclous 


( 49 ) 
precious in theſe, if we conſider that they 
were the Authors of ſo great Benefits and 


Advantages to this Kingdom; that there 


are few things of any Importance, for pro- 


moting the Welfare of this Church and 
State, wherein the Biſhops, under God, 


have not been the Principal Inſtruments. 
The Excellent Laws made by King Ina, 
King Athelſtane, King Edmund, and St. Ed- 
ward the Confeſſor; from whom we have 
our Common Law, and our Priyileges 
mention'd in Magna Charta, were all made 


by the Advices and Perſuaſions oſ Arch- 


biſhops and Biſhops, named in our Hiſto- 
ries. The Union of the Two Houſes of 
Tork and Lancaſter (whereby a Long and 
Bloody War was ended) was by the moſt 


wiſe Advice of Biſhop Moorton, then a Pri- 


vy Counſellor, as I have already ſhewn. 
The Union of England and Scotland, that 


inexpreſſible Advantage to Both Nations, 


Was brought to paſs by the Long Foreſight 
of the Reverend Biſhop. Fox, a Privy 
Counſellor, ' in adviſing Henry VII. to 
match his Eldeſt Daughter to Scotland, and 
his Younger to France. When the Clergy 
were employed in Civil Offices, they did 
not plunder the Nation to enrich them- 
ſelves hy indirect and unwarrantable 
Means, but were contented with the ordi- 
nary and uſual Revenues of their Places, 
and took no Profit þut what was * 


2 


1 
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| 


cans 


ble to the Principles of Honour and con- 


ſcience. And what they thus honourabiy 


and honeſtly got, they piouſly and charita. 
bly expended in Foundations for the Public 


Good; for moſt of the great Publick Works 


now remaining in Exgiand acknowledge 
their Ancient and Preſent Being, either to; 


the Sole Coſts and Charges, or to the Libe- 


ral Contributions, or at leaſt to the Power- 


ful Perſuaſions of Biſhops. Of this Nature 


are Churches, Colleges, Libraries, Hoſpi- 


tals, Monaſteries, Palaces, Caſtles, Cr. 


All Clergymen are in England, as an- 
ciently among God's own People, the Jews, 


and amongſt the Ancient Chriſtians, ſo ſoon 
as they were under (hriſtian Emperors, 
judged fit to enjoy divers Temporal Honours 


and Employments. And therefore let us 


not think our ſelves the only Wiſe People in 
this Particular, or as ſome will have it, the 


only Fools. For Nations abroad who have 


been of old, and ſome who are ſtill celebra- 
ted for their wiſe and diſcreet Government, 
have, and do ſtill entertain the Clergy in 


Civil Affairs. All Clergymen, I ſay, are in 


| England judged fit to muy divers Honours 


and Employments. | 

Firit, To bein Commiſſion of the peace: 
And this, not only an Honour purely con- 
ferred upon them to get them Eſteem only, 


but were thought the moſt proper Perſons : 


* who ſo proper to make and keep Peace, 
| — = 


(42) | 
as thiy whoſe conſtant Duty is to f preach 
Peace? Who fo fit as they, hoo main B 
ſineſs and Seudy 1 16 reconcile thoſe that aro 
At Variance. 15 

| Moreover. the Arch-bifhops 45d Bif 
were (and are ſtill) cal'd to Kerken 


for their Gravity, Learning, and Wiſdom. 


Mr. Hooker 'fays that the Fathers and Firft - 
Founders of this Government, have t ght 


ir ex pedient and beneficial, that the Body 


liticof this Kiogdom, ſhould conſiſt of King, 35 


Lords, and Commons: So tis neceſſary that 
the Second Ingredient to this Mixture ſhould 


as well conſiſt of Lords Spiritual and Tem- 


poral. For Nobility and Prelacy being thus 
combin'd, one cannot be injur'd without 


touching the other, and by conſequence, 


"me" whole be conſiderably weaken'd. 
Biſhops have been and are now of Her 
Majeſty? s Privy Council, where frequently 
Caſes of Conſcience may ariſe relating to 


State Matters, that admit of neither De- 
ay nor Publication: And therefore after the 
Pattern of the Firſt Chriſtian Emperor, Con- 


ftantine the Great, our Good Kings, before 


and ſince the Reformation, have always ad- 


mitted ſome Spiritual Perſons to their Coun- 
cil Tables, and Cloſet Debates. 

And therefore Mr. Hooker ſays, Prelates 
are very beneficial to the Public, eſpecial- 
ly thoſe that have any Office at Court, and 


ceonſequently muſt be near the perſons, and 


L 


[ 
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| ſcience. Of the Clergy's being Counſel- 


And other Emperors and Kings alſo had 


m— 
in the Ceuncil of Kings and Prinees, in ta 
e that in the Variety and Intricacy. 
of their Affairs, nothing may be done to. 
the Prejudice of Religion, being in this 
Caſe the true Director of the King's Con- 


lors and Adviſers to their Governours, we 
have many Inſtances and Examples, as in 
Eleazer to Jaſhaa, Abiathar to David, and 
Hofias, Biſhop of Corduba, to Conſtantine: 
Biſhops near them; who privately, as the 
Beſt Way of dealing with Princes, admo- 
niſhed them, comforted, and upon all Oc- 
caſions reproved them. To which may be 
added, that fince the Courts of Princes are 


| too often frequented by Time-ſcryers, 


Flatterers, Ahitophels, and Traitors, there 
ſeems the greater Neceſſity that they 
ſhould be overballanced by the Piety, In- 
tegrity, Fidelity, and Courage of the Pre- 
lates; whoſe Underſtandings capacitating , 
them to knaw what is right, juſt, and be- 
neficial to the Public, their Conſciences as 

Guides of the Church, will not ſuffer them 


to take other Meaſures, than what will 


agree with their Characters. To which 
End, it would be happy for Chriſtendom, 
if all Cbriſtian Kings and Princes were as 
well inclined to He Epiſcopal Order, as 


ſometime a Celebrated Monarch of our Na- 
tion was in countenancing a Great Prelate 


under 


HE 29 
under him in the Diſcharge of his Spiritual 


” Authority. Let My Lord of Canterbury, 
| know, ſays the King, hr if any Biſhop, 


” 
LY & 
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Earl, or other Great Perſon, yea if my own. 
Son ſhould preſume to oppoſe or hinder him 


from performing what in Conſcience he thinks 


himſelf oblig d to do; ſuch a one ſball find, 
that I will be as Severe a Proſecutor and Re- 
venger of that Contempt, as I would be againſt. 
Treaſon committed againi# my Crown and 


When Spiritual Perſons have Civil Au- 
thority, they keep their Profeſſion from 


being invaded and run down by Wicked 


Men, where Religion and Conſcience will 


not prevail. 


But however neceſſary our Anceſtors 


thought this Power to defend Religion, 
and ſupport the Sacred Miniſtry from any 


Violation of the Rude and Unpoliſſed; ä 


yet ſome. will not allow Biſhops to be con- 
ccerned in Civil Offices. To this purpoſe 
they alledge that our Saviour ſaid, His 
King dom was not of this World, and there- 


fore He refuſed to act like a Ning, in giving 
judgment in 4 Criminal Cauſe of Adultery, © 


and in aCivil, about dividing an Inheritance. 


No Chri# ſaid His Kingdom was not of 


this World, to convihce the Jews. 6f their 


Error, who expected His Appearance to be 
like the State and Grandeur ofa Monarch; 


and therefore ſRw'd that to be a Jempo- 
Wh i : ral 


4 
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ral King was not the Office of the Meſſias: 
And refuſed to concern Himſelf in Acts of 


Civil Judgment ; becauſe He was a Perſon 


of a mean Calling, and had no ſuch Autho- 

rity in the Commonwealth; but did not re- 

fuſe to do it with Deſign to make a diffe- 
re between Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Pow- - 
er 3:5 1 8 


Others alledge, that the Apoſtle taught 


that Soldiers ſhould' not entangle themſelves 
in the Aﬀairs of this Life: And the Good 


Soldiers of Chriſt ought to follow the Exams 
ple of Chriſt, By which is meant, that 
Soldiers ſhould not be Overcurious, or af- 
fect too great a Tenderneſs in their man- 
ner of Living; but inure themſelves to be 


Hardy, and to endure Wants and Wounds 


with ſuch a Fortitude and Courage, as 
may pleaſe the Commanders under whom 


they Serve, and in this the Soldiers of 


Chriſt will imitate them, whenſoever they 
are lawfully call'd to it. i 
They further Object there are ſeveral 


Ancient Canons and Councils, which pro- 
hibit the Clergy from executing any Secular 
Ones. N 


Now theſe being human Laws, and not 


Laws of God and Nature, which are im- 
mutable, may be alter d and chang'd, as 
Time adminiſters Occaſion. Which being 
the Caſe before us, it neceſſarily follows, 
that thoſe Ancient Canons and Conſtitu- 
| | tions 


r 


1 
tions ought not to be produced, as a Rule 
for the Church's obſervation to Perpetui- 

ty : For then no Eccleſiaſtical Perſon can 
be a Guardian to Children, nor a Biſhop 
be capable of making a Will. Nor are 
we in the ſecond Place, to give a Reaſon 
why thefe Laws were repealed when 'tis 
not contrary to Reaſon, they ſhould be 
made void: As in the caſe of Eli 
who was both a Prieſt and a Temporal 
Judge, and that after the Jews return from 


Captivity, Eſdras alſo, at the ſame Time, 


was both Prieft, and their Chief Gover- 
nor in the Adminiſtration of Secular Af. 


fairs. And therefore no Proof can be 


brought againſt the Clergy*s being employ d 
in Civil Offices either from Scripture or 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. - 

Nor indeed can there any Reaſon be of- 
fer'd againſt it; For tho? ſome will argue, 
that the Clergy have Buſineſs enough of 
their own Quatenus Divines, yet this is no 

real, tho* a plauſible Objection and what 
carries a Colour of Truth along with it. 

For they who have been employ'd by the 
Government were generally, if not always 

Biſhops ; and they have ſo many Offici- 
als, Arch-Deacons, Deans, Sub-Deans, and 
_ Rural-Deans, Cc. under them, as con- 
tinual Reſidence upon their Dioceſes is no 
more abſolutely neceſſary, than for the 
Chief General of the Army to be always 
Ty „ 5 
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in Flanders in the Winter Seaſon: And tho? 


we may think that this does hinder their 
Spiritual Buſineſs, yet their Attendance of 


Biſhops at Parliament which takes up al- 


moſt half the Time, is not leok'd upon 
as any Prejudice to their Miniſterial Fun- 
tion. If then any of the Prelates, for 


their great Parts and Ingenuity, are quali- 


fied to ſerve the Nation in a double Ca- 
pacity, and her Majefty ſor good Reaſons 
{ſhall call them into the Civil Service of 
the Government, I can fee no unreaſona- 


bleneſs in it; eſpecially ſince the Clergy 
have acquitted themſelves, as Men of Know- 


ledge, Honour, and Conſcience, Loyalty to 
their Prince, and. Fidelity to their Country. 


—_ 
— 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
HE Dignity aud Honour of the Clergy, Re- 

| preſented in an Hiſtorical Collection, 
ſhewing how uſeful and Serviceable the Clergy 


have been to this Nation by their Univerſal 
Learning, Acts of Charity and the Admini- 


ſtration of Civil Offices, wherein an Account 
is given of Books publiſn'd by them in the 
Learned Languages and Sciences; of Churches, 
Colleges, Schools, &c, Founded at their Charge, 


and what Offices of State they have Born, and 


how well they have Acquitted themſelves in 
them. By Joun Groom, Vicar of Childerditch- 
in Eſſex, and Chaplain to the Right Honoura- 
ble Robert Earl of Holderneſs. London Printed 
for J Wyal at the Roſe and D. Midvinter at the 
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Three Crowns in St. Pauls Church Yard. 1710. 
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